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W om en Leaders to G irls: Make Y our V oice H eard 
 

Thirteenth A nnual G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse:   

O ver 100 G irls Learn A bout Leadership in Political Process 
 

(Augusta)  – T oday, girls w ere in the m ajority at the M aine State H ouse. T hat’s because the M aine 

W om en’s Policy C enter’s 13th Annual G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse brought 100 girls from  across M aine 

together w ith m ore than 60 volunteers, lobbyists, and legislators for a day of learning, leadership, and 

exploration.  

 

T he event, organized by the M aine W om en’s Policy C enter, sponsored by T im e W arner C able, AAU W  

Educational Foundation, N ew  G irls’ Fund for Social C hange, and M argaret E. Burnham  C haritable 

T rust, gave a diverse group of girls the opportunity to learn how  they can have an im pact in the 

policym aking process. H eld each year to com m em orate W om en’s H istory M onth, G irls’ D ay at the State 

H ouse teaches girls about the legislative process and the im portant role w om en play in shaping public 

policy.  

 

T hroughout the day, girls debated legislation and w orked w ith real lobbyists and journalists in 

organizing m ock public hearings and m ock press conferences. In addition, the girls m et w ith G overnor 

Baldacci and w ith w om en elected and appointed leaders and participated in a “G et T o K now  Y our State 

House and Legislature” scavenger hunt.  

 

“G irls’ D ay at the State House is one of m y favorite days of the legislative session. I think it is im portant 

for young people and w om en to be involved in the political process…  I w ant [the girls here today] to 

think about being in an elective office at som e point in life. W hether it is just running for the school 

board in tow n or running for the state legislature or running for president,” said Speaker of the House 

Hannah Pingree. “It is im portant that w e are involved in politics because a lot of big decisions are m ade 

about our lives, about our fam ilies, about our state, and about our environm ent.” 

 



 

“G irls’ D ay enables young w om en to envision them selves as leaders and learn how  to voice their 

opinions,” said M aine W om en’s Policy C enter Executive D irector, Sarah Standiford. “O ur hope is that 

these young w om en com e aw ay w ith real insights into the political process and a feeling of excitem ent 

about participating in it,” she continued. As one of last year’s participants said, “I liked interacting w ith 

new  people and learning that w om en can actually m ake a difference, that it’s not just m en w ho take the 

w heel. And, that w e as fem ales are taking hold and m aking our m ark in M aine. Sim ply fantabulous!” 

 

 

The M aine W om en’s Policy C enter, founded in 1990, is a private, nonprofit organization 

w hose purpose is to im prove the lives of M aine w om en and girls through 

public policy and leadership developm ent. 
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