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State H ouse H alls Filled T oday w ith Maine’s  

Future Leaders – G irls! 
 

Fourteenth A nnual G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse Engages 100 G irls in Policym aking 

 

(Augusta)  – T oday, girls w ere in the m ajority at the M aine State H ouse. T hat’s because the M aine W om en’s 

Policy C enter’s 14th Annual G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse brought 100 girls from  across M aine together w ith m ore 

than 60 volunteers, lobbyists, and legislators for a day of learning, leadership, and exploration.  

 

T he event, organized by the M aine W om en’s Policy C enter and sponsored by AAU W  Educational Foundation, 

T im e W arner C able, W alm art, the M argaret E. Burnham  C haritable T rust, and FairPoint C om m unications, gave 

a diverse group of girls the opportunity to learn how  they can have an im pact in the policym aking process. H eld 

each year to com m em orate W om en’s H istory M onth, G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse teaches girls about the 

legislative process and the im portant role w om en play in shaping public policy.  

 

T hroughout the day, girls debated legislation and w orked w ith real lobbyists and journalists in organizing m ock 

public hearings and m ock press conferences. T he girls also m et w ith G overnor Baldacci and w ith w om en elected 

and appointed leaders and participated in a “G et T o K now  Y our State H ouse” scavenger hunt.  

 

“I w ant the girls here to think about being in an elective office at som e point in life. W hether it is running for the 

school board in tow n or running for the State Legislature or running for President,” said Speaker of the H ouse, 

H annah Pingree. “It is im portant that w e are involved in politics because a lot of big decisions are m ade about our 

lives, about our fam ilies, about our state, and about our environm ent.” 

 

M elinda Poore, the V ice President for G overnm ent Affairs for T im e W arner C able N ew  England, added, “T im e 

W arner C able is proud to support G irls’ D ay at the State H ouse. As a com pany rooted in innovation, w e place a  
-over- 

 

 

 

high prem ium  on the diversity of our em ployees. T hat m eans encouraging m ore girls to pursue non-traditional  



career paths in science and technology and to becom e the leaders of tom orrow .  I hope you enjoy your day at the 

State H ouse – seeing firsthand how  our state governm ent w orks and m eeting som e of our dynam ic w om en 

leaders w ho are truly m aking a difference for M aine.”  

 

“G irls’ D ay enables young w om en to envision them selves as leaders and learn how  to voice their opinions,” said  

M aine W om en’s Policy C enter Executive D irector, Sarah Standiford. “O ur hope is that these young w om en com e 

aw ay w ith real insights into the political process and a feeling of excitem ent about participating in it,” she 

continued. As one of last year’s participants said, “T oday I learned how  m uch w om en can m ake a difference in 

politics. I also learned that it w ill take som e courage and believing it’s possible.” 
 

The M aine W om en’s Policy C enter, founded in 1990, is a private, nonprofit organization 

w hose purpose is to im prove the lives of M aine w om en and girls through 

public policy and leadership developm ent. w w w .m ainew om enspolicycenter.org. 
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