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Elyse W ilkinson N am ed 2008  

Linda Sm ith Dyer Fellow  
 

(A ugusta)  – T he M aine W om en’s Policy C enter announced the appointm ent of Elyse W ilkinson 

to the Linda Sm ith D yer Fellow ship, a ten-w eek sum m er public interest law  position.  A s the 

Linda Sm ith D yer Fellow , Elyse is responsible for research and strategic developm ent of the 

M aine W om en’s Policy C enter public policy initiatives on such issues as equal pay, fam ily 

caregiver discrim ination, and paid fam ily and m edical leave insurance.  

 

“I w as inspired to apply for the fellow ship to pursue m y interest in legal services for 

underrepresented groups, particularly legal advocacy for im m igrants and civil rights,” said Elyse.  

“It’s exciting to have the opportunity to apply m y research skills to develop new  public policies 

w hich w ill m ake a difference in the lives of M aine w om en.” 

 

“T he Linda Sm ith D yer Fellow ship hiring com m ittee w as im m ediately im pressed w ith Elyse’s 

quality of w ork experience as w ell as her social justice perspective,” said Sarah Standiford, 

Executive D irector of the M aine W om en’s Policy C enter.  “Elyse brings w ith her experience 

w orking w ith abused w om en, supporting low -incom e students to succeed in higher education, 

and m entoring young people.  W e’re delighted to w elcom e her to a position of this caliber.” 

 

A  magna cum laude graduate of the U niversity of M aine at Farm ington, Elyse’s w ork experience 

includes substitute teaching at T hornton A cadem y and w orking w ith students in the U pw ard 

Bound program .  She grew  up in Saco and now  lives in Portland, M aine.  

 

The Linda Smith D yer Fellow ship w as founded in 2002 by the M aine W omen’s Policy C enter, the 

M aine W omen’s Lobby, the U niversity of M aine School of Law , and Linda’s family to honor 

Linda’s devotion to the public interest and to honor her skill in public policy.  The Linda Smith 

D yer Fellow ship provides for a ten–w eek summer public interest fellow ship for a student at the 

U niversity of M aine School of Law . 

 



 

The M aine W omen’s Policy C enter, founded in 1990, is a private, non-profit organization 

w hose purpose is to improve the lives of M aine w omen and girls through 

public policy and leadership development. 
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